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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [4.05 pm]:  It gives me great pleasure, as the member for Albany, to stand today 
and talk about the ANZAC Day Amendment Bill 2005.  As the member for Rowe said earlier today, if a person 
goes to the dawn service in Albany and looks out over the harbour, he can visualise the ANZAC soldiers sailing 
out of there for the last time.  The last bit of Australia they would have seen was the coast of Albany.  People 
have to get there very early on Anzac morning.  If people are not there by half past four they will not get near the 
front row, and if they are not there by half past five they will not even get up there, because there is so much 
tradition involved with the day.  People stand at the dawn service and look out over the harbour.  Once the 
service is over, two boats come from either side of the heads and let off flares and there is never a dry eye in the 
house. 
The first dawn service ever held in Australia was held in Albany and that was by Padre White.  With the help of 
the state government and on behalf of the Returned and Services League in Albany, I have written a letter to the 
federal minister in an attempt to change the name of the Anzac memorial park to the Anzac memorial peace 
park, because it is very important that we remember not only the peace that followed the end of the war but also 
those who gave their lives, and a lot of those people left from Albany. 
I have a photograph behind my desk in Albany showing the ANZACs on a pyramid in Egypt.  In typical 
Australian fashion two Australian guys sitting at the back are holding up a dead man.  Only Australians could do 
something like that.  One of their mates died in the morning and they wanted to make sure that he was included 
in the big photograph, so they dressed him up and stood him in front of them and they sat down behind.  That is 
just one of many images that I can see in this photo that I have. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  He was a Leederville grocer. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Was he? 
Mr J.N. Hyde:  Yes - Topsy. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I think Topsy is right at the top of the photo, actually. 
An opposition member interjected. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Sorry; the member for Perth has been overruled by the opposition and me: Topsy appears 
at the top of the photograph.  However, I appreciate his input. 
That photograph shows some boys who could not have been any more than 14 or 15 years of age, who put their 
age up so that they could go away to war.  To them it was a huge adventure.  The photograph shows two or three 
hundred soldiers on the pyramid, and they thought they were going away on a great adventure.  Sometimes when 
I am walking in Kings Park in the morning I stop at the little memorials that parents have put in front of the trees 
and I look at the ages of people who died in that war.  They were 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25, even 44, 45 and 
46.  It was not just one section of the community that died; maybe one or two generations were wiped out on the 
one day.  I am pleased that the Gallop Labor government is doing something about keeping this tradition going.   
Every Anzac Day in Albany all the schoolchildren march from the schools.  It is a public holiday, but the 
children come out in their school uniforms and march very proudly with the school bands and everyone else 
involved in the march.  It is great that this tradition is being carried on and that we will have an Anzac park in 
Albany.  As I have already said, the state government has provided $250 000, the City of Albany has put in some 
money and we are also looking for federal funding from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and from the 
federal government itself.  The aim is that by 2014 - 100 years since the ANZACs left Albany - people will be 
able to visit from throughout Australia and New Zealand to see the last place from which their grandfathers and 
great grandfathers left to go off to war.  A lot did not come home.  As part of those celebrations a ship will leave 
New Zealand and sail to Gallipoli via Albany.  Some people in Albany have already booked seats on that ship, 
which will leave Albany and arrive in Gallipoli in time for Anzac Day.  This year one of the ships also left 
Albany and did the Gallipoli tour. 
I was interested to hear during the discussion about industrial relations that the Anzac Day public holiday is 
under threat.  I have been inundated by RSL members in Albany and people from local schools who think that 
there might not be a holiday on Anzac Day and that all the children and everyone in Albany will not be able to 
commemorate this great day.  There are many things I do not like about the federal industrial relations bill, and 
other members have mentioned some of them.  It would be an absolute disgrace to not commemorate Anzac Day 
with a public holiday when the next generation is just becoming interested in it.  It would disrespect the soldiers 
who gave their lives so that we could live the type of lifestyle we live today.  The soldiers who fought in the war 
would have supported both sides of politics.  They went to war to fight for Australians to have the right to say 
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what they wanted to say and to not be locked up, as the member for Perth said.  Many rights will be taken away 
from us.  I am sure that some of the men who gave their lives for freedom in Australia would be very 
disappointed with some of the things that are happening in Australia at the moment. 
It is great that 12 young Western Australian school students will be selected to go to Gallipoli.  A young boy 
from Albany who was chosen to go to Gallipoli previously became a member of the Returned and Services 
League of Australia when he came back to Albany.  With others he now attends the Anzac Day service.  He also 
visits schools and talks to students about the significance of Gallipoli.  We should continue to support young 
people who want to visit Gallipoli so that they can come back and spread the message throughout Western 
Australia.   
I cannot say much more about this.  I am proud to be an Australian and I am proud to be the member for Albany.  
The people of Albany have much respect for the war veterans and the Anzac Day movement.  I fully support this 
bill and hope it is passed by this house. 
MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [4.11 pm]:  I will make a short contribution to the debate.  Just like the member for 
Albany, I am very much aware of the importance of Albany.  My grandfather, Norman John Hyde, left for 
Gallipoli from Albany, which was the last part of Australia he saw.  About a year ago I went to the memorial at 
Gallipoli with my father.  It was a very moving occasion.   
I support the bill for other reasons.  As well as passing legislation, the Gallop government has been very 
proactive with a number of policies.  Shortly after her elevation to the position of Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Premier, I asked the member for Girrawheen on behalf of the Returned and Services League of Australia sub-
branches in my electorate whether the government would consider how it could help the local sub-branches 
around the state to not only celebrate but also commemorate Anzac Day locally.  The Mt Lawley-Inglewood and 
Mt Hawthorn sub-branches of the RSL are very active.  The Mt Hawthorn sub-branch conducts the 11.00 am 
service for the Town of Vincent at Axford Park in Mt Hawthorn and the Mt Lawley-Inglewood sub-branch 
conducts the 8.20 am service in Mt Lawley in the grounds above the bowling club.  The Vietnam Veterans 
Association also is located in Mt Hawthorn in my electorate.  Different groups and communities have different 
ways to commemorate Anzac Day and other activities such as Victory over Japan or Victory in the Pacific day.  
Next year will mark the sixtieth year that the Mt Lawley-Inglewood sub-branch of the RSL has held a dinner to 
celebrate VP day.  The number of people who attend it is declining.  In the early 1960s, more than 300 people 
attended this important occasion.   

As a government, we should assist these sub-branches by providing devolved funding or some other scheme 
whereby local branches can take ownership of important issues.  Instead of local members such as the members 
for Albany and Girrawheen or me having to scrounge for Lotterywest or Healthway funding and having to fill 
out bureaucratic forms, it would be better if we could provide some direct assistance for local activities.  That 
would help the people who run the sub-branches, many of whom are between 80 and 90 years old.  Government 
assistance for local activities such as the holding of a VP dinner, the erection of monuments or the provision of 
education and outreach programs in schools would go a long way to implementing the important symbolism that 
is recognised in this legislation and would benefit those sub-branches in our communities. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [4.15 pm]:  It gives me much pleasure to support this bill.  I support the 
Premier’s second reading speech, in which he said that the Anzac Day Amendment Bill 2005 seeks to recognise 
and give voice to the courage and the contribution of our citizens during World War I.  That is what Anzac Day 
is all about.  It is not about glorifying war; it is about showing respect for the people who fought in the war and 
who made other contributions during wartime to give us the freedoms that today’s Australians enjoy.   

Anzac Day is very important to all Australians.  It is certainly important in my electorate of South Perth, which 
has very strong sub-branches of the Returned and Services League of Australia.  I was fortunate enough to attend 
the traditional service at the City of South Perth Civic Centre this year.  The long-time attendees said it was a 
record attendance, which was very pleasing.  Young people, including people from the schools and colleges, 
attended the event.  Young people spoke at and made a contribution to the service.  It is important that young 
people are getting involved in the commemorations and recognising the sacrifice made by the people who either 
fought in those wars or who made other significant contributions to the cause of our country long ago. 

I acknowledge also the comments of the member for Albany.  It is important to recognise Albany in this context.  
I will put on my racing and gaming hat.  Earlier this year when I was in Albany, I spoke to people from the 
Albany Racing Club who were a little disappointed that they did not get approval to hold a race meeting on 
Anzac Day.  The dawn service in Albany has become a huge event that attracts a big crowd.  I believe it even 
attracted a crew from a national television show this year.  However, when it is all over, people in Albany go 
about the rest of the day without having an event on which they can focus. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  I have already made approaches about that, and it will be 
considered for next year. 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH:  That is very good.  I knew the member for Albany was on the ball.  That is why he is in 
line for a very big job in the government.  I can see that coming up.   
I have spoken to the racing association about it, and I support it.  Racing and gaming is part of the tradition of the 
ANZAC spirit.  The diggers played two-up when they were serving overseas, and wherever they were they 
would have thought about which horses were running in the Melbourne Cup that year.  It is the Australian way to 
have a gambling bent.  It is a part of our history that was possibly passed down to us from our Irish ancestors.  
They would have played a part in the large following that horse racing enjoys in Australia.  That is part of the 
ANZAC spirit.  Legislation was passed this year to allow two-up to be played at RSL clubs on Anzac Day.  We 
are allowing the Anzac Day spirit to continue.  It disappoints me a little that on Anzac Day there is racing in the 
metropolitan area, either at Ascot or Belmont Park, wherever the racing calender falls at the time, and there is 
racing in Kalgoorlie.  Kalgoorlie lays great claim to the Anzac Day tradition.  However, no country city can lay a 
greater claim to a link with Anzac Day than Albany, because, as the member for Albany may have mentioned 
earlier, Albany was the final departure point for the diggers who went off to fight in the First World War.  For 
many that was the last time they saw the Australian shore.   
I support the bill.  The bill will make a number of important consequential amendments.  It will remove the 
prohibition on race meetings being held on Anzac Day if Anzac Day happens to fall on a Sunday.  We know that 
race meetings are now held universally on Sundays.  These things need to be fixed up, and I support the 
government in doing that.  I urge the member for Albany to keep pushing for an Anzac Day race meeting at 
Albany.  If he can pull it off, I may even come to Albany and join him at the races on Anzac Day the first time 
they are held.   
MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [4.20 pm]:  I thank you for taking the chair, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr 
P.B. Watson).  I have listened to you, as the member for Albany, speak most eloquently on many occasions 
about Anzac Day and Albany, and your speech today was another fine example.  The nature of our seats in the 
Parliament is that some of us represent areas that are new and some of us represent areas that have longstanding 
traditions.  Some members are fortunate enough to have in their seat a longstanding relationship with the 
Returned and Soldiers League, or with a particular site.  For example, the member for Albany spoke about his 
longstanding relationship with the site of the original dawn service, and the member for South Perth spoke about 
the Anzac Day services that are held in his electorate.  My friend Mike Board, the former member for Murdoch, 
used to organise the schools in his electorate to attend the wonderful Anzac Day services that are held at the 
RAAF Museum.  However, for those of us who have seats that incorporate many newly developed suburbs, 
often these particular sites are missing.  Ranford Primary School used to be in my electorate of Southern River.  
It is now in the seat of Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I have enjoyed a long and very happy association with Ranford 
Primary School.  Each year it used to hold a memorial service on Anzac Day and invite people from the 
community, because at that time in Canning Vale there was no monument in a park or other central gathering 
point to which people could go to celebrate Anzac Day.   

I believe that the most appropriate place for people in the community to celebrate Anzac Day is in schools.  I say 
this because all the members who have spoken in this debate today have spoken about the importance of passing 
down the ethos of ANZAC from one generation to the next.  It was always thought that when the original 
ANZACs faded away, the Anzac Day tradition would be lost.  As we now all know, that is not true.  The Anzac 
Day tradition is actually becoming stronger and stronger every year.  However, the core of it is the involvement 
of young people.  I want to make a suggestion, so I am glad that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is in 
the chamber.  I have also spoken to the Minister for Education and Training about this matter.  I suggest that the 
planning of new housing estates, particularly schools, should involve the setting up of a memorial site that can be 
used for not only Anzac Day, but also other types of services that involve the community.  That does not need to 
be the traditional column-type memorial that we see in many of the older parks.  It can simply be a garden of 
remembrance, or a fountain.  It could take any shape.  It could be a piece of artwork.  The important thing is that 
part of the consultation for the establishment of a new school should involve the incorporation of a memorial 
area that can be used to commemorate Anzac Day.  I put on record that for those of us who represents seats in 
newly developed areas that would be a most appropriate thing to do, because it would ensure that the 
commemoration of Anzac Day extends to all electorates, not just the old. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Ms M.M. Quirk (Parliamentary Secretary), and transmitted to the 
Council. 
 


